RIO GRANDE

CLASSIC
2026

New Mexico’s Premier Hot Air Balloon Competition
May 22", 23rd, 24th 25t

New Mexico’s non-profit competition hot air balloon club, Top Gun, is proud to invite you to support the 2026
Rio Grande Classic Balloon Competition over Memorial Day weekend. We are thrilled to announce that the
event will be serving as the New Mexico State Championship. This means that top pilots from across the region
will be joining to compete in this prestigious and sanctioned competition.

This singular event helps emphasize that although ballooning in Albuquerque is revered as a beautiful view and
attracts tourists from around the world, it'’s much deeper than that. There is a rich vibrant history around the
sport of ballooning starting as early as the 1960s. The Rio Grande Classic fosters creativity, excellence, and
elevates the visibility in competitive and precision ballooning.

Please join us in celebrating and supporting New Mexico’s unique and rich ballooning tradition by becoming an
event sponsor.

As a sponsor, your business will be prominently recognized throughout the event and within the broader
ballooning community, both locally and nationally. We have designed an exclusive sponsorship package that
offers exciting benefits, including:

o Advertising opportunities to highlight your business to attendees and followers.
o Balloon ride experiences for an unforgettable view.
o Special amenities and recognition throughout the competition weekend.

Your sponsorship not only supports a beloved southwest community event, but it also showcases your
commitment to keeping New Mexico’s ballooning culture alive and flourishing.

Please complete your sponsorship form online at www.riograndeclassic.org, where you can pledge directly
through the site. If you have any questions or would like to discuss sponsorship opportunities in more detail,
please contact our event chair: Rebecca De Santis at rgc@topgunballooning.org.

We are proud to operate as a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization (Tax ID #85-0381950), making your contribution
tax-deductible. Thank you for your support in helping us keep New Mexico’s skies filled with color, competition,
and community spirit. Together, we can ensure that the Rio Grande Classic continues to soar for decades to
come!

With gratitude,
Rebecca De Santis

Event Chair | Rio Grande Classic
Top Gun Balloon Club



Horizon Sponsor — $5,000

Help support the Competitions Awards Banquet and recognize the skilled and fantastic pilots who compete.

Your Sponsor Amenity Package:

e Balloon Rides for 4 people* ® 6 T-Shirts ® Premium Website Promotion with logo links
e Main Event Banner displayed ® 6 Event Pins to your website on
prominently at our kick-off party, e 6 lnvites to www.topgunballooning.org and
morning briefing locations, and the . . www.riograndeclassic.org
awards banquet Registration Party ® 1 Year advertising through our social
e Logo on event t-shirt ® 6 lnvites to Award media
e Logo on pilot gift Party ® Video/media productions will display sponsor
e Balloon Basket Banner ® Option to add logo as advertisement at events throughout the
e Corporate Logo Sticker on Every literature or swag into year.

Basket Banner Pilot Bags

Gentle Landing Sponsor — $4,000

Did you know that competition flying consumes more fuel than leisure flying because of the quick decisions pilots
have to make in order to reach the targets and altitudes laid out in the competition tasks.

Your Sponsor Amenity Package:

® Balloon Rides for 3 people* | ® 4 T-Shirts ® Premium Website Promotion with logo links
® Event Banner displayed at ® 4 Event Pins to your website on
propane fueling location and| e 4 Invites to Registration Party www.topgunballooning.org and
briefing locations ® 4 Invites to Award Party www.riograndeclassic.org
® Balloon Basket Banner e Option to add literature or swag ® 1 Year Facebook Advertising
® Logo on event t-shirt into Pilot Bags ® Video/media productions will display sponsor
logos as advertisement throughout the year.

High Target Sponsor — $2,500

Pilots receive their competition tasks, electronics, and baggies at the briefing so that they can strategize how they can
earn the most possible points.

Your Sponsor Amenity Package:

Balloon Rides for 2 people* ® 3 T-Shirts ® Premium Website Promotion with logo links
Banner displayed at all ® 3 Event Pins to your website on
morning briefings and master | ® 3 Invites to Registration Party www.topgunballooning.org
briefing e 3 |nvites to Award Party and www.riograndeclassic.org
o L ¢ teshirt e Option to add literature or ® 9 months Facebook Advertising
080 on event t-shir swag into Pilot Bags ® Video/media productions will display sponsor
® Balloon Basket Banner logos as advertisement throughout the year.




Gporgorspipy (vels

Lift Off Sponsor — $1,000

Pilots have to determine where the best location to launch in order to get the best winds and hit their targets. There
are two types of tasks in competition flying: electronic tasks where pilots use GPS to score points, or hard targets
where pilots fly to an X and throw a baggy to score.

Your Sponsor Amenity Package:

2 T-Shirts
2 Event Pins

® 2 Balloon Rides*
® Banner displayed by an
assigned target each day 2 Invites to Registration Party

® Balloon Basket Banner 2 Invites to Award Party

Option to add literature or swag
into Pilot Bags

® Premium Website Promotion with logo links
to your website on
www.topgunballooning.org and
www.riograndeclassic.org

® 6 months Facebook Advertising

® Video/media productions will display
sponsor logos as advertisement
throughout the year

Dawn Patrol Sponsor $500

Our event brings in pilots and officials from all over the US and sometimes even internationally! As pilots gather at
dawn, they will be briefed on the weather, air spaces, and any safety procedures.

Your Sponsor Amenity Package:

e 1 Balloon Ride*

® Balloon Basket Banner

® 1 T-Shirts
® 1 Event Pins
® Option to add literature or

. ) ® 2 Invites to Award Party
swag into Pilot Bags.

® Premium Website Promotion with logo links
to your website on
www.topgunballooning.org and
www.riograndeclassic.org

® 3 Months Facebook Advertising

First Light Sponsor $250

The day starts before dawn and pilots gather to prepare for the event and
strategize with each other.

Your Sponsor Amenity Package:

® Balloon Basket Banner ® 1 T-Shirt
® Option to add literature or ® 1 Event Pins
swag into Pilot Bags. ® 2 Invites to Award Party

® Premium Website Promotion with logo
links to your website on
www.topgunballooning.org and
www.riograndeclassic.org

® 3 Months Facebook Advertising




Sponsorship Agreement This form can complete by visiting www.riograndeclassic.org

Name of Business — as it should appear on promotional material:

Contact Person:
Address:

City, State, Zip:
Mobile Phone #:
E-mail:

Website for promotional purposes:
Please share information you would like us to share with the media team. (3-5 sentences)

PLEASE SEND YOUR HIGH-RESOLUTION COLOR LOGO (>4000dpi larger the better quality)
FOR USE ON WEBSITE, BANNER, and SOCIAL MEDIA TO: jprice@topgunballooning.org

YOU CAN PROVIDE A CHECK OR ALSO PAY VIA CREDIT CARD AT RIOGRANDECLASSIC.ORG

EVENT SPONSOR  T-SHIRT ORDER FORM (Please write number quantities)

Horizon Sponsor $5,000 6-Shirts | sm md Ig Xl xx|
Gentle Landings Sponsor $4,000 4-Shirts | sm md Ig x| xxl
High Target Sponsor $2,500 3-Shirts | sm md lg x| xx
Lift Off Sponsor $1,000 2-Shirts | sm md Ig Xl xx|
Dawn Patrol Sponsor $500 1-Shirt | sm md Ig Xl xx|
First Light Sponsor $250 1-Shirt | sm md lg x| xx|

*Balloon ride recipient(s) will receive a certificate from a sponsored RGC Pilot. Please contact
us at rgc@topgunballooning.org to arrange the flight, weather permitting. Not valid for rides
during the event. One (1) balloon ride equals (1) individual person. Certain blackout dates
apply for The Albuquerque International Balloon Fiesta, Rio Grande Classic, and other Top Gun
Flying Events.





